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Stade Velodrome: “The staging of the tournament matches will be much more demanding than hosting
Champions League games but will raise the profile of the club and stadium. For the city, it will have an
important economic and media impact” Cedric Dufoix, general secretary, Olympique de Marseille
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EURO 2016 SPECIAL
MARK BISSON

SWEET

In June 2016, France will stage the European
Championships, UEFA’s flagship competition,
for the third time in 56 years. Over the next
13 pages, Stadia takes a special look at the
current state of each host venue
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St Denis

550 lights and 36
blocks of 5 speakers
are housed inside the
roof to avoid
obstructing
visibility

Stade de France – Saint-Denis

Despite being the venue for the Euro 2016 opening game and
final plus five other matches, no major works are taking place
at the Stade de France, which is located 6.2 miles north of Paris.
Built for the 1998 FIFA World Cup, the 80,000-seat venue – the
national stadium – has accommodated an array of sports and
concerts thanks to its retractable seating system, a benchmark
innovation in European stadium design. It has hosted the World
Cup finals for both football (France 3-0 Brazil, 1998) and rugby
(South Africa 15-6 England, 2007) as well as two UEFA
Champions League finals.
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› Stade de Bordeaux – Bordeaux

2,000 tons of
structural steel
were used – about
twice the weight
of the Eiffel
Tower

Construction of the US$250m (€184m) stadium in the port
town began at the start of 2013 and is scheduled to finish next
summer. Designed by Swiss architects Herzog & de Meuron, the team
behind Bayern Munich’s Allianz Arena, the stunning 42,000-capacity
venue features a ‘floating’ roof held up by a huge number of supporting
poles. Vinci-Fayat is the constructor. It will replace Stade ChabanDelmas – venue for games at the 1938 and 1998 FIFA World Cups – as
home for FC Girondins de Bordeaux. It hosts four group stage matches
and a quarter-final.

Lens

Bordeaux

‹ Stade Bollaert-Delelis – Lens

First opened in 1933, Stade Bollaert-Delelis is regarded
as one of the country’s most important football stadia.
The latest in a string of renovations down the years is
underway at the stadium named after the former
commercial director of the Lens Mining Company,
Félix Bollaert; it was also upgraded for the 1984 UEFA
European Championships and the 1998 FIFA World
Cup. Costing about US$95m (€70m), the current
revamp of the home venue for RC Lens is scheduled for
completion in November 2015. Its capacity for the
UEFA showpiece will be 35,000 – a figure that becomes
all the more impressive given that the population of the
northern French town is around 36,000. It will stage
three group stage games and a round-of-16 match.
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The 12,000capacity original
stadium was built
by unemployed
miners
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Lille

Lyon

It takes 30 minutes
to open or fully
close the
retractable roof

› Stade Pierre-Mauroy – Lille

A little under two years old, the 50,100-capacity
stadium that plays host to LOSC Lille boasts the
distinction of being the first French stadium with a
retractable roof. The sliding roof can be opened or
closed in 30 minutes. The venue’s multipurpose
credentials are also enhanced by what is billed as a
“built-in arena”. The northern half of the pitch can lift
up and slide over the southern half to enable concerts
and indoor sporting competitions to take place.
Terraced seating below pitch level provides a total
capacity of 29,500 seats. This ‘nested’ stadium design
is said to be a European first. Designed by Valode &
Pistre – Atelier Ferret Architects, it was built under a
public-private partnership arrangement by French
construction company Eiffage at an estimated cost of
US$441m (€324m). Lille hosts four group stage games,
a round-of-16 encounter and a quarter-final.

‹ Grand Stade de l’Olympique Lyonnais – Lyon

The first foundation stone on an ambitious project, designed by Populous,
was finally laid last November following a series of delays triggered by local
opposition and funding issues. The scale of the US$552m (€405m) stadium
plans, which form part of a 50ha complex including a training ground for
Olympique Lyonnais, hotels and office buildings, has been criticized, with
opponents trying to prevent it from being built. At the end of May, a court
rejected objections to plans to build the 58,000-seat stadium in the suburb of
Décines-Charpieu, 6.2 miles east of central Lyon, allowing work to continue.
An adaptable concert capacity is among the features touted by Populous.
Vinci is the builder. It is slated to open in December 2015 or January
2016. The arena replaces the Stade de Gerland, Lyon’s home
since 1950, which was one of the UEFA Euro 1984 and FIFA
World Cup 1998 hosts. For UEFA Euro 2016, it is the site of
25,000
four group matches, a round-of-16 game and a semi-final.
simultaneous wi-fi
connections will
be available
throughout the
ground
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1,000 people
and 11 cranes
were on-site at the
height of the
construction
phase

‹ Allianz Riviera – Nice

Opened last September, the home of OGC Nice is hailed as one of the most
environmentally friendly stadia in France. The 35,000-seat multifunctional
venue, designed by Wilmotte & Associés SA and built by Vinci for
US$278m (€204m), draws more than three times its required energy from
over 4,000 solar panels, running its own geothermal installation for heating,
and using rainwater channeled from the stadium roof into four collection
reservoirs to water the pitch. The Musée National du Sport has moved to
the Côte d’Azur from Paris and opens in July. The Allianz Riviera hosts
three UEFA Euro 2016 group stage matches and a round-of-16 game.

Paris

Nice

› Parc des Princes – Paris

The current stadium, opened in 1972, is the third
venue to be constructed on the site. A significant
renovation of Paris Saint-Germain’s home ground will
improve amenities and raise capacity to 45,000. Qatari
owners Qatar Sports Investments are reported to be
spending about US$102m (€75m) on the
refurbishment, with Vinci carrying out the work.
Among the improvements: two rows of seats will be
added, a viewing area of 5,382ft2 will be built in the
Borelli Stand, the number of corporate seats will be
more than doubled to 4,500, and an expansion to the
dressing rooms. The project is due for completion
next summer. One of the settings for the 1938 and
1998 FIFA World Cups, the stadium also hosted
the 1960 and 1984 UEFA European
Championships finals. This time around, it
This was the first
will host four group stage games and a
football and rugby
round-of-16 clash.
stadium to be built
with precast and
pre-stressed
concrete
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› Stade Geoffroy-Guichard – Saint Étienne

20cm
enhancement of
the turf will
improve
spectator
views

AS Saint-Étienne’s famous ‘Chaudron’ (the Cauldron) stadium is undergoing a facelift
for UEFA Euro 2016, with capacity expanding to 41,500 seats. The architects are Chaix
& Morel et Associés, with construction firm Léon Grosse working on the US$102m
(€75m) project, which includes a major revamp of the two ends, reconfiguring the roof,
closing in the stadium’s four corners and developing new hospitality areas. A pitch
rebuild is scheduled this summer. AS Saint-Étienne has played games at the stadium
during its renovation, which is expected to be completed later this year. The venue,
inaugurated in 1931, is the only sizeable French football stadium built in a downtown
location. On its CV are the 1984 Euros, 1998 FIFA World Cup and the 2007 IRB Rugby
World Cup. The venue hosts three group stage games and a round-of-16 match.

St Etienne
Toulouse

‹ Stade Municipal de Toulouse – Toulouse
A 15cm width
increase of seats in
lower tiers from 60cm
to 75cm will facilitate
backrests and
better views

Built for the 1938 FIFA World Cup, the stadium earned
the tag ‘mini Wembley’ due to its resemblance to the
former incarnation of London’s Wembley Stadium. The
stadium was given a major revamp for the 1998 FIFA
World Cup, and in 2001, it required significant repairs
after a nearby chemical plant suffered a major explosion.
The 33,000-capacity venue is currently undergoing
upgrades for UEFA Euro 2016. The architect on the
US$48m (€35m) project is Cardete & Huet – Atelier
Ferret and builder Socotrap. The expected completion
date is November 2015. It will stage three group games
and a round-of-16 match. n
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